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What do you want for Christmas? 

 

Christmas is coming the goose is getting fat,  

Please put a penny in the old man’s hat.  

If you haven’t got a penny a ha’penny will do, 

If you haven’t got an ha’penny then God bless you. 

 

Yes, it is not Christmas yet, but it is coming. Before then we have Advent, 

our time of waiting and expecting, but it too can be a time of giving. You 

may have heard of reverse advent calendars, where rather than take    

something out each day you put something in. The Shepshed foodbank 

have promoted this throughout November with a view to having sufficient 
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stocks to give out over Christmas. A jar of coffee, a tin of beans, multipack of 

crisps: just one item a day, whatever you can afford and if you can’t           

anything, then God bless you. 

 

Late November is the time when the questions start; what do you want for 

Christmas? I am always stuck for ideas; the problem is, I am satisfied with 

what I have. Is that an ‘age thing’ or a reflection of my lack of interest in 

‘things’ in general?  

 

Many charities encourage us to give a gift that benefits those with very little. 

Look through the Christian Aid gift section on their website and you could by 

a pair of chickens for £8 that will give a family in Sierra Leone food and help 

generate an income. £9 will buy 10 Cocoa saplings to help a family start to 

grow cocoa and generate income to send their children to school. I wonder 

how many of us will receive gifts this year, given with love and all good      

intentions, but they end up on a shelf, or in a cupboard, or on the table of a 

raffle in the New Year.  

 

When the goose has been fattened there shouldn’t be an old man in need of 

an odd penny or a half, the goose should be shared. The good news of Jesus, 

of this season of Advent and Christmas, is that the way of Jesus, is the way of 

giving. Not to those who already have more than they need, but to the     

spiritually poor, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness.  

As we travel though this season of waiting and expecting what meaningful 

gift will you give this year? 

 

I pray that you may have a peaceful and blessed advent and Christmas and 

know the real gift that God has given you. 

 

Shalom, 

Andrew. 
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What does Christmas Mean to you? 

What do you think 

about when        

someone mentions 

Christmas? 

Is it presents, food, 

family, stress? 

Or is it something 

more? 

Within the Church, 

we may also be 

thinking about the Christmas story, Jesus being born in a stable, God’s 

promise becoming flesh, a family becoming refugees, the strange gifts 

from the Kings. 

This year, we would like to explore this idea at Trinity. 

On the first notice board as you come into the building, you will see that 

the usual notices have been removed.  Instead there is the heading ‘What 

Does Christmas Mean to You?’ 

There are some stars with thoughts on. Please take time to look at these 

and to add to them. There should be blank stars, pens and pins in the 

trough below the board. 

Please especially think about what Christmas means to you as a Christian.  

We would like this display to be thought provoking to all those who come 

in and out of our building over this Advent and Christmas period. 

If you can’t get into the building, that is fine – just email Rachel on 
aandrthorpe@ntlworld.com or ring on 07977 307275 and your ideas can 
be added on. 
 

mailto:aandrthorpe@ntlworld.com
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This Christmas Some Mums Face Impossible Choices 
          By Martin Speight 
 
We all have dozens of choices to make as the festive period approaches, 
whether it’s which presents to buy or who to invite for lunch.  Some might be 
difficult but few will compare to the choices Adut Mariu faced in South      
Sudan.  Dirty water for her children or none at all! 
 
No mum should have to face such an impossible choice.  But choosing        
between dirty water and deadly thirst is a reality for many mums on the 
frontline of the climate crisis. 
 
This Christmas Christian Aid calls for a response and asks us to stand with 
mums facing impossible choices and help the next generation thrive.          
Donations, using the link given below, will help this happen. 
 
In South Sudan, flooding and 
droughts have become more 
frequent and severe because 
of the climate crisis, leaving 
people hungry, homeless, 
and without a means to earn 
a living.  Exacerbated by 
years of conflict and the 
Covid-19 pandemic, there is 
a growing humanitarian and 
hunger crisis, which is also 
forcing people to make      
impossible decisions.  
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“We were in desperate need,” said Adut Mariu who lives in Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal state.  Adut is a 27-year-old, married mother of three young children.  
“To look after my children, they had to drink the dirty river water.  The water 
has many diseases.  There is cows’ dung, there is donkeys’ dung... People   
also wash in there.” 
 
The River Makadh runs through Adut’s village of Biet and was the              
community’s only source of water.  It is dirty and unreliable.  It dries up     
during long periods of drought and floods during heavy rainfall, rising to   
dangerous levels and spreading contaminated water. 
 
Adut said: “Then when the flood came, it came at full force.  This village was 
under water.  No one could move.  The flood destroyed everything.  Because 
of the flood, crops were destroyed, cows and goats were dying because they 
had nowhere to graze.  You would see chickens standing in the water and 
later see them dying.  These flood waters cannot be stopped.” 
 
Thanks to Christian Aid’s local partner, Support for Peace and Education    
Development Program (SPEDP), Adut’s community were able to build a   
borehole to extract water from a naturally occurring source.  
 
“Now we get water 
from the hand pump.  
We don’t send our   
children to the river,” 
Adut said.  “The water 
from the hand pump is 
very good.  It’s disease 
free.  We drink it with 
peace of mind.” 
 
The pump is helping 
the village’s 700 fami-
lies to gain access to clean drinking water.  Waterborne diseases have fallen, 
and Adut has more time for other activities like farming.  She’s also the care-
taker of the borehole and keeps it in good working order.  
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Lunchtime Concert 
 

at 
 

Loughborough Baptist Church 
Baxtergate 

 
Wednesday 15th December  

 
Starts at 12.45pm 

 
 

Enjoy festive music and carols performed by  
Loughborough Ladies’ Choir 

 
Seasonal refreshments available  

 
 

Donations to Rainbows 
 

Supporting Christian Aid’s work in South Sudan, and other countries suffering 
from the effects of climate change, can be done through donations on a 
Loughborough group page using the link - https://tinyurl.com/4zad5h7b 
  
With clean water, nutritious food and ways to earn money, mothers on the 
frontline of the climate crisis like Adut won’t have to make such impossible 
choices.  Please do what you can to make this happen. 
 
For more information about the work of Christian Aid contact Martyn 
Speight, the local group coordinator, on either 01509213137 or by emailing 
martynsp8@gmail.com.  

https://tinyurl.com/4zad5h7b
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So what do we do now? Now, the leaders of the world and their             

representatives have all gone home, what do we do now? 

 

There is no assurance that anything will change. The rise in average       

temperatures may or may not be restricted to just 1.5 degrees, we cannot 

know, only time will tell. I firmly believe that global warming is real and 

that humankind is the cause of it, but part of that belief is an openness to 

being wrong. I am happy to be wrong. If I am wrong, what does it matter? 

The earth wins. But for those who do not believe that the world is heating 

up and that it is the fault of humankind, if they are right there is no       

problem, but if they are wrong … 

 

If only they could have been bolder in what they committed to: the richer 

nations more generous towards those low-lying countries that are possibly 

going to be below sea level; willing to invest in cleaning up and rewilding 

those parts of the world we have stripped bare and abandoned. 

 

The psalmist said, “You care for the land and water it; you enrich it               

abundantly.” (Psalm 65:9a) But what has humankind done, and continues 

to do? We take what God gives, but what do we give back?  

Crisis, what crisis? 
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I believe that the Jesus we meet in the gospel stories instructs us to follow 

his commands, “You are my friends if you do what I command. (John 15:14)” 

and his command is to love and to lay down our lives for others. His         

command is to live like he did. His was a life of giving, just as the creator gave 

abundantly.  

 

“The streams of God are filled with water to provide the     

people with grain, for so you have ordained it. You drench its 

furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and 

bless its crops.  You crown the year with your bounty, and 

your carts overflow with abundance. The grasslands of the 

wilderness overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. The 

meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled 

with grain; they shout for joy and sing.” (Psalm 65: 9b-13) 

 

So, what do we do now they have all gone home? We can hope and 

pray, but there must be more than that. Quorn United Church        

recently took the decision to give over areas of their churchyard to 

rewilding for the sake of pollinating insects and to increase wildlife 

diversity. They will still keep areas neat and mow paths. They know 

that their decision will not please everyone and they risk a backlash, 

but the church needs to make a stand for the sake of creation. We 

need to do something other than hope and pray. What are you      

willing to do, to give? How generous are you going to be in putting 

back what you have taken 

from creation? It is too easy 

to condemn the leaders of the 

world for not being bold 

enough, but what are we go-

ing to do now? 

 

Andrew. 
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Coffee & Carols 
 

At Loughborough Baptist Church, Baxtergate 
 

Saturday December 18th  
 

Drop in anytime between 
10.00am – 12.30pm 

 

Enjoy festive music and carols per-
formed by various local groups with 

seasonal refreshments available. 
  

Donations for Barnado’s Children’s Charity 
Make a joyous start to your Christmas celebrations this year! 

Chinese Methodists 

At the beginning of November, 
Loughborough Chinese           
Methodist Church started to  
worship at Trinity. Formerly they 
met at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd on Park Road, where 
they had been for over eight years. Methodist Minister, Rev  Calvin Cheung, 
came to be their minister in 2018 and 12 months ago he also became the 
minister for Derby Chinese Methodist Church, they too share a Methodist 
building. The reason for their move to Trinity is the rapid growth in the     
congregation with British national overseas (BNO) passport holders coming 
to the UK following unrest in Hong Kong. Attendance has grown  three-fold 
over the last five months. 

To accommodate them, they will have exclusive use of the small room by the 
lift for storage and you will see new signage in Chinese appearing in the 
building. They will use the chapel for services at 1pm and three other areas 
for their Junior Church, on a Sunday afternoon. Please do make them        
welcome when you see any of their members. 
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News from China 
 

Many of you will remember Sandra who worshipped with us when she was 
doing her PhD at the University. She was an excellent pianist and played a 
beautiful piece she’d composed at the Carol Service in 2017 just before she 
returned to China. She also sang in the Choir and, when she left, the         
sopranos really missed her!  
 

Several of us keep in touch with Sandra and I send her Trinity Link which 
keeps her in touch with us. 
 

In September, I had the wonderful news that she was 15 weeks pregnant 
and all was well with her and the baby. Not so with her husband, Qinghua, 
unfortunately, as he had had surgery on his kidney which was successful but 
he was to have a long period of bed rest so that his kidney could recover. 
On return from hospital, his mother moved in to look after him while Sandra 
lived with her parents but she visited most days. It was a difficult time for 
her as  she was also working at the university. She was pleased to know 
Trinity friends were thinking about them and praying for them. 
 

Her reply to my email sending the November Trinity Link was more positive. 
Sandra and the baby were well and Qinghua was feeling better and         
gradually improving. He was able to drive to his home village with his    
mother to spend some time recuperating in the place he grew up. He 
planned to stay for a week and return to their home so they could once 
again be together. Hopefully, this was the case and they are settling back 
into a more normal married life.  
 

Her last words were – “I know that it is your prayers that have worked on us 
and sustained us. So I feel thankful for your encouragement and support”. 
 

We hold them in our thoughts and prayers.   Judith Sismey 

 
          Trinity Christmas Coffee Morning 

                     Gwen and her team are holding a coffee morning                                            

   on Saturday 18th December  

                            10-12am       All Welcome 

                                   Please wear masks and respect the Covid regulations.  
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A view from the Lifeboat  
   
 
The Secret Diary of Granville Mercy 

aged 68 
1/2 

 

“Crabbing” 
 
Over the October half term, we had booked a lodge in North Devon between 
Paignton and Dartmouth. Alister and family including Barnaby the dog would 
also be joining us for part of the time with Austin staying the whole week 
with us. 
 
We had a wonderful week       
together but one of the best 
highlights was giving Austin our 
five-year-old grandson his first 
experience of “crabbing.” 
 
The small picturesque village of 
Stoke Gabriel was only 11/2 miles 
down the lane from where we 
were staying. It has a creek inlet 
from the River Dart, which forms 
a very large mill pond. At the side of the water is a brilliant café/restaurant 
called “The River Shack.” We started our time with a lovely hot drink in the 

café for “elevenses.” We no longer 
have crabbing equipment so we 
bought a line and bait from the café 
and they kindly gave us a large empty 
ice cream tub to use for our catch. 
 
Armed with our bits and pieces we 
joined another family at the water’s 
edge to begin. Austin was a bit unsure 
at first but once we had caught our 
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first crab he was and 
truly hooked. (Sorry for 
the pun!) 
 
Debra was in charge of 
the line and Austin had 
a fishing net. Working 
as a team, Debra gently 
pulled the line up 
and as soon as the 
bait bag was visible 
in the water Austin 
put his net          

underneath as it was guided to the top. He 
was so excited each time and his little face was 
a joy to see. He did manage to hold a very 
small one of which we have photographic     
evidence. Before we had lunch at the café, we 

had caught 15 crabs and a small fish. We 
gently returned them to the water before 
our lunch. 
 
After lunch Austin decided he wanted to 
do more crabbing and spent another two 
hours in the afternoon beside the water. 
A lady with her daughter stood next to us 
and every time we had another catch   



 14 

 

Austin had to show the lady with great 
animation in voice and expressive    
gestures!  
 
He absolutely loved the whole day and 
it was a wonderful experience that we 
were able to share together. It will   
certainly be one activity that will be 
repeated. 

 
 
 
 
 
    
   
 
 
 

 
 
 

      Granville 
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Trinity’s Worship during December / January 
 

 In the Building 
   
 Dec 2021 
 5th  10.45am Rev Michael Lees  Holy Communion 
 12th  10.45am  Own arrangement   Nativity Service 
 19th   4pm   Rev Andrew Lomax Carol Service 
 24th   4pm   Crib Service   Christmas Eve  
 25th   10am  Christmas Day  United worship with  
     Loughborough URC at Trinity 
 26th   10.30am  United Worship  with the Methodist, Baptist 
     and URC congregations at the URC Church  
 

 Jan 2022  
 2nd  10.45am United Covenant Service at the Baptist Church 
 9th  10.45am Eleri Bristow 
 16th   10.45am Rev Andrew Lomax 
 23rd   10.45am Anne Temple 
 30th   Circuit Service at Christchurch Methodist Church  
 

 12th Church / Trinity Methodist Church Facebook Page 
   
 Dec 2021 
 5th 10.45am  Eleri and David Bristow 
 12th 10.45am  John and Dorothy Pipet 
 19th 10.45am  Rev Andrew Lomax  Communion Service 
 24th  Christmas Eve No Service 
 25th  Christmas Day No Service 
 26th  Boxing Day  No Service 
 
 Jan 2022  
 2nd 10.45am  Liz and Rob Newton 
 9th 10.45am  Adrian Speight 
 16th 10.45am  Emma Lowe 
 23rd 10.45am  Eleri and David Bristow 
 30th 10.45am  Rob and Liz Newton 
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Charnwood Borough Council have issued a new revised 

list of what can and what cannot be recycled in our 

Green Recycling Bins.  This information has been taken 

from the CBC website. 

Granville  

 
 

 

How to present your 

recycling 
• Empty, rinse and dry all bottles 

• Flatten cardboard* and cartons – keep it dry 

• Place lids back on all bottles, jars and cartons 

• Items should go in loose 

All packaging should be empty  
*Large pieces of flattened card can be left by the side of your re-
cycling bin 

 

What can and cannot be recycled 
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• Black plastic 

• Black bin liners 
• Blocks of polystyrene 

• CD and DVD cases (or the discs themselves) 
• Ceramic dishes 

• Cooking oil tins 
• Dirty boxes or paper contaminated with food 

• Drinking glass 
 
E-cigarette batteries (Please contact Leicestershire County Council for 
more information) 
 
• Electrical appliances 
• Files and folders with metal components 

• Fireworks and firework boxes 
• Food 

• Handbags 

• Hard plastics such as coat hangers, storage boxes, children's toys,   
Tupperware containers 
• 'Jiffy' bags 

• Kitchen paper 
• Metallised food and drink pouches, including pet food and soft drinks 

• Metal kitchen items such as pots, pans, cutlery, baking trays. 
• Metal tubes, such as tomato puree 

• Mirror or window glass 
• Nappies (please place in general waste) 

• Paint tins 
• Photographs 

• Plastic furniture 
• Plastic plant pots and seed trays of any colour 

• Printer cartridges (check packaging to see if they can be refilled - some 
charities will recycle them for you) 

• Pyrex 

• Shoes 

• Toys 

What not to recycle 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/waste-and-recycling/how-do-i-dispose-of
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• Spectacles 

• Sweet wrappers and crisp packets 

• Textiles, tissues, wallpaper 

• Small plants pots and seed trays 
• Wallpaper 
 
Used light bulbs should not be placed into any of Charnwood’s domestic 
refuse or recycling bins. Instead they should be taken to the tip to be safely 
disposed of. 

 

 

Glass 

• Bottles - Lids will be taken, please screw them back on 

• Jars - Lids will be taken, please screw them back on 

 

Metals 
• Clean foil 

• Drink cans 
• Empty aerosol cans 

• Food tins 
• Metal biscuit or chocolate tins 

 

Plastics 
• Carrier bags and packaging film, cling film and bubble wrap (clean) 
• Detergent bottles 

• Egg cartons 
• Clear food trays, fruit punnets including the lids 

• Margarine & ice cream tubs 
• Shampoo and shower gel bottles 

• Yogurt pots 

 

Paper and Cardboard 

What can go in your green bin or bag 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/tips
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• Books (softback and hardback - try to reuse or donate where possible) 

• Cardboard boxes (please flatten the boxes and remove any sticky tape, 
strings or polystyrene) 
• Cardboard toilet and kitchen rolls 

• Catalogues 
• Clean pizza boxes 

• Envelopes 
• Food and drink cartons (commonly known as TetraPak) 

• Magazines 
• Newspapers 

• Shredded paper 
• Wrapping paper (but not the metallic type) 

• Yellow pages 
 
For more information on recycling, visit our frequently asked questions page. 
 

 
Broken bottles/jars should be disposed of in your recycling bin. 
Broken drinking glasses should be wrapped up and placed in your general 
waste  

Disposing of broken glass 

Come and join Us 
 
The Northampton Methodist District exists to support the     
circuits and churches. One expression of this support is through 
the role of the Mission Enabler. 
 
The Mission Enabler is supported by the Mission Support Group. 
This passionate group meets 4-6 times a year online and occasionally in-person to aid the 
work of the Mission Enabler. If you are interested in finding out more please contact 
matt.forsyth@northamptonmethodistdistrict.org.uk 
 
Closing date- Friday 17th December 2021 
We are particularly keen to have someone who is willing to join as the Mission Enablers   
support group secretary. In addition, the Group would particularly welcome expressions of 
interest from Methodists from Black and minority ethnic backgrounds, as they are currently 
under-represented amongst members of the group. 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/recycling_and_bins_faqs
mailto:matt.forsyth@northamptonmethodistdistrict.org.uk
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Join us for worship at the 12th Church 

The live streaming of services through the 12th Church and the Trinity 

Methodist Church Facebook site will continue at 10.45am every 

Sunday morning,                 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityMethodistChurchCentre 

https://www.facebook.com/TwelfthChurch/ 

Worship in Trinity 

We are meeting for worship back 

in the building at Trinity Methodist 

Church.  

We request everyone to wear face         

coverings at all times except when 

seated during worship.  

Please see the list of services on 

page 15. 

LINK Deadlines 
Thank you for all the wonderful submissions to the LINK magazine, please 
keep them coming.  

 The deadline for February edition is January 15th 

Articles can be emailed to Trinitylink1@gmail.com or elizlomax@gmail.com 
or delivered to the manse. 

I’m looking forward to reading all of your articles, please make sure you get 
them in on time!       Many thanks, Liz   

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityMethodistChurchCentre
https://www.facebook.com/TwelfthChurch/

