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 Easter is …  an empty tomb,  
    death defeated,  
    a new beginning,  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you grow begonias?  
Last year we bought tiny plug plants for the first time, and amongst them 
were some begonias. I had never grown them before. After a beautiful    
summer  display, they died down in autumn, and as I was unsure what to do 
with them, I looked it up. I cannot say I was very successful, but the one    
pictured above is amazing. It has come back with great vigor, looking bright 
and shiny. Throughout winter I have looked at the corm in the pot and 
thought it is dead and not worth keeping, so I am very glad I did not give up 
on them. 
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It’s Your LINK Magazine   

Please feel free to submit anything which you feel others may find 

interesting: stories; book reviews; poems; pictures; adverts; or  

anything else.  (Trinitylink1@gmail.com / 22 Lemontree Lane, 

Loughborough, LE11 2QS) 

When Mary reported to Peter and John that the tomb was empty, she said, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!” She is making an assumption that since the tomb is empty 
there is only one explanation and not an unreasonable one. What else could 
have happened? She had seen him die, his dead and lifeless body taken 
down from the cross, but it did not occur to her that he might be alive once 
more, even though he had spoken a number of times about being raised 
from the dead.  
 
Sadness and grief can close our hearts and minds and limit us to just getting 
from one moment to the next without seeing the hope that is in front of us. 
For Mary, it took a special moment in the garden when a stranger spoke her 
name, for hope to be reawakened. The resurrection of Jesus is part of the 
deep mystery of God that we cannot explain, or prove. It is something that 
we take in faith knowing that, whatever the reality of it, there were many 
witnesses who testified to seeing the risen Jesus. As part of our faith story, 
we too can testify to the many times we have experienced ‘resurrection’   
moments, when our fears were  taken away and we had the opportunity of a 
new beginning. 
 
Easter is not just the celebration of one day, or even a season, but it is a way 
of life that brings hope into the world in which we live. When we experience 
those resurrection moments life bursts out into the world. 
 
Joy and peace this Eastertide. 
 
Andrew. 
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Celebrating 75 Years of Christian Aid Week 

Christian Aid has been assisting communi-

ties across the world for over 75 years.  

But sadly the gap between the rich and 

the poor gets more marked.  On top of 

this the global pandemic means fundrais-

ing for Christian Aid Week is more im-

portant than ever.   

Christian Aid Week gives an opportunity 

to celebrate past achievements, promote 

ongoing work and encourage donations.  

Please join the events listed below and 

support Christian Aid in whatever ways 

you can. 

Climate change is one of the greatest injustices that impacts on all of us. In 

Kenya, Rose is caught in a cycle of climate chaos. From severe drought to 

flooding, the extreme weather robs her of the reliable source of water she 

needs most.  When she was a child, Rose remembers how often the rains 

would fall, giving fruit to the baobab trees and providing plenty of nutritious 

food to eat. 

‘When I was a young girl, there was plenty of food,’ Rose says. ‘Now, the 

rains are totally unreliable’.  

Christian Aid, with their local partners, supports many projects which help 

people like Rose.  Find out more by visiting www.christianaid.org.uk. 

Details of E-envelopes for local on-line do-

nations will follow.  Alternatively please ask 

if you would like a traditional envelope. 

For more information about any of these 

events or how to donate please contact Anne or Martyn Speight: 

Tel 01509 213137  or  Email - annep.speight@outlook.com  



 6 

Locally arranged events around Christian Aid Week in-

clude: 

 

Saturday 10th April  7.30pm -  Quiz on Zoom – With a range of questions in 

various rounds, Hedley Cousin being our quizmaster.  Please encourage 

friends and family to take part.  To book places (as individuals or as a team) 

Email annep.speight@outlook.com. 

Sunday 25th April - Online morning worship with a Christian Aid theme, 

from St Mary's, Nanpantan.  

Saturday 1st May  7pm -  Social Evening on Zoom – Hosted by Trinity Meth-

odist - a mix of comedy, music, and film clips with plenty of time for chat.  

Sunday 9th May – Morning Worship at Loughborough URC where Anne and 

Martyn Speight will be talking about their September 2019 visit to Zambia 

with Christian Aid.  

Sunday 16th May - Online morning Worship with a Christian Aid theme, 

from Loughborough Baptist church. 

Saturday 22nd May - 10am Coffee and Cakes. At Loughborough Baptist 

church in whatever format Covid rules permit.  

September - Fundraising Walk organised by Shepshed Christian Aid group. 

For more information about any of these events or how to donate please 

contact Anne or Martyn Speight Tel 01509 213137 or Email - 

annep.speight@outlook.com 
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Learning how to love like God: Our journey 

Nearly three and a half years ago, we welcomed our daughter Kristabella 
into the world and our family. As for most of the parents, this was a       
moment of immense joy and happiness. It was a new milestone in our 
learning journey about true Love. The unconditional, kind, merciful, deep 
Love that Jesus and God have for us. We had a very happy and loving    
marriage up to that point, but this was a total upgrade in understanding, 
feeling and sharing of Love.  

As our daughter grew, we started to understand more about why we need 
God’s rules and boundaries. Like our daughter needs the boundaries and 
rules that protect her from being harmed, we need to live  a virtuous life 
that will protect our soul and keep it close to God’s Love. As we are slightly 
more experienced than her (just merely because we were around longer), 
we can foresee the possible dangers and negative consequences of some 
of her choices. This is not to stop her altogether from learning and          
experiencing the world, but protect her from those choices that could    
really harm her.  

Most often, she does not understand why she cannot walk on the double 
yellow lines on the road or climb and walk on brick walls, especially in 
rainy days. Other times, she just simply does not want to follow any rules 
or requests. But that is also alright, we are there for her and if she gets 
hurt we are ready to console, help, support and love her. Similarly, God is 
always there for us, waiting like a patient and loving parent to comfort us 
when we are in trouble or we are hurt, over and over again. There is    
nothing she can do or say that would keep us from loving her or wanting to 
be her parents. God feels the same way about us. 

All we need is to fully trust him, like we expect our daughter to trust us. 
Incomparably, God’s wisdom and knowledge are endless. He knows what 
is best for us, but as our daughter needs to learn to trust us, we need to 
learn how to trust,  accept and embrace God’s wisdom, love and mercy. 

We still have a long way to go, but we trust in God and pray that He will 
show us more ways in which we can experience His infinite Love. 

Kati Toth  
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Green      
Living  

To Help Save our Planet  
By Shirley Buckley 

‘I am the Earth’  
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We have become aware recently just how many young people 
are passionate about ‘Saving our Planet’. They are fearful for their 

future in a world of rising temperatures on land and in the 
oceans. Of rising sea levels, shrinking glaciers and thawing        

permafrost. The results of which we are seeing in unprecedented 
flooding, fires, famine and displacement of people throughout 

the world.  

A year 7 college pupil wrote the poem opposite, ‘I am the earth’, 
for a school poetry competition and was awarded 1st prize with 
his entry.  

An emotional and poignant plea to us all to re-double our 
efforts now and during this decade.  

Please send your thoughts, comments, poems and articles to 
the editorial team - we look forward to hearing from YOU 

 

 

 

 

This is the  
Poem which 
was award-
ed second 

prize  
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St George – our Patron Saint who isn’t English  

The English have a patron saint who isn’t English, about whom next to noth-
ing is known for sure, and who, just possibly, may not have existed at all. But 
that didn’t stop St George being patriotically invoked in many battles, nota-
bly at Agincourt and in the Crusades, and of course it is his cross that adorns 
the flags of English football fans to this day. 

It’s most likely that St George was a soldier, a Christian who was martyred 
for his faith somewhere in Palestine, possibly at Lydda, in the early fourth 
century. At some point in the early centuries of the Church he became asso-
ciated with wider military concerns, being regarded as the patron saint of 
the Byzantine armies. There is no doubt that St George was held as an exam-
ple of the ‘godly soldier’, one who served Christ as bravely and truly as he 
served his king and country. 

The story of George and the dragon is of 
much later date and no one seems to know 
where it comes from. By the Middle Ages, 
when George was being honoured in stained 
glass, the dragon had become an invaluable 
and invariable visual element, so that for 
most people the two are inseparable. Pub 
signs have a lot to answer for here: ‘The 
George and Dragon’. 

However, it’s probably more profitable to 
concentrate on his role as a man who wit-
nessed to his faith in the difficult setting of 
military service, and in the end was martyred 
for his faithfulness to Christ. 

The idea of the ‘Christian soldier’ was, of course, much loved by the Victorian 
hymn-writers – ’Onward, Christian soldiers!’ The soldier needs discipline. The 
heart of his commitment is to obedience. The battle cannot be avoided nor 
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the enemy appeased. He marches and fights alongside others, and he is loyal 
to his comrades. In the end, if the battle is won, he receives the garlands of 
victory, the final reward of those who overcome evil. 

St George’s Day presents a challenge and an opportunity. The challenge is to 
distance the message of his life from the militarism and triumphalism that 
can easily attach itself to anything connected to soldiers and fighting. The 
opportunity is to celebrate the ideal of the ‘Christian soldier’ – one who sub-
mits to discipline, sets out to obey God truly, does not avoid the inevitable 
battle with all that is unjust, wrong and hateful in our world, and marches 
alongside others fighting the same noble cause. 

Discipline, obedience, courage, fellowship and loyalty – they’re not the most 
popular virtues today, but that doesn’t mean that they don’t deserve our ad-
miration. 

Parish Pump 

Kathleen and John 
Smalley want to say a 
big Thank you to all 
their friends for look-
ing after them so well 
during lockdown and 
John's illness, It has 
meant so much to 
both of them. 

 



 12 

Living Wages For Fairtrade Banana Growers 

The focus on Fairtrade at this time of year gives an opportunity to reflect about how our 

shopping choices impact on our global neighbours. With the worldwide Covid pandemic 
this is important as those producing our food are also having to protect themselves 
against coronavirus whilst, increasingly, having to deal with climate change. 

Every time you pick a Fairtrade product you’re choosing to put more power and 
more money into the hands of those farmers and workers who are disadvantaged 
by unfair global trade. The additional money that producers receive is called the 
Fairtrade Premium and is democratically shared.  It leads to more clinics delivering 
life-saving care, the growth of more sustainable businesses and more children 
getting a quality education. 

Fairtrade bananas can be found in a 
number of shops locally.  Over the 
past 20 years, in the UK we’ve eaten 
23 billion Fairtrade bananas. Joined 
together that’s enough bananas to 
reach to the moon and back over six 
times! 

In 2015 Anne and I were able to visit 
Fairtrade producers in Ghana.  We 
have many happy memories of this 
trip which included time with banana growers at the Volta River Estate near 
Akosombo.  Every time we eat a banana we remember visiting their plantation and 

seeing the way bananas 
are grown and packed 
ready for shipping to the 
UK.  This included add-
ing a Fairtrade sticker on 
each hand of bananas as 
they were being boxed 
to go straight to super-
market shelves.  The 
crops are at risk of dam-
age by black Sigatoka 
disease or storms so in-
come for the producers 
is far from guaran-
teed.  With Brexit it now 
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means that there are new tariffs to be paid on each shipment from Ghana! 

On our trip we learnt that each tree produces only one bunch of bananas, although 
each bunch has several hands.  It takes nine months for a bunch to mature. During 
that time the tree produces several saplings near its roots.  Some are dug out leaving 
the strongest shoot to replace the mother tree when it's cut down.  Research has 
shown that protecting the bunches in blue bags, with perforated holes, maintains 
the fruit at the optimum temperate and humidity. Harvesting takes place on 2 days 
each week which coincide with the arrival of a refrigerated lorry to take the crop 
direct to the port. 

In the nearby village we saw how communities were choosing to spend the Fairtrade 
Premium they receive.  We saw medical facilities, school classrooms, toilet blocks 
and solar panel lighting so that children can do their homework after it gets dark.     

We have now 
learnt that the 
Fairtrade Foun-
dation has re-
cently introduced 
the Fairtrade 
Base Wage as 
part of its cam-
paign to make 
sure all workers 
on banana plan-
tations earn 
enough to secure 
a decent stand-
ard of life.  This 
must be great 
news for banana 
growers.  

Bananas are only one of the hundreds of Fairtrade products now available.  Please 
look around on-line and in the shops for others.  Anne and I can vouch for the bene-
fits that communities receive when we buy Fairtrade.  

We look forward to hearing from you if you have any questions about Fairtrade or if 
you would like to learn more about our trip. 

Martyn Speight (martyn.speight@ntlworld.com). 
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A view from the Lifeboat  
   

The Secret Diary of Granville Mercy aged 67 7/8    

 

And so, it begins 

 

Mr Jacques the proprietor of our local paper shop asked me if I would like to 

do a paper round. Unfortunately, at the time, February or March 1966 I was 

still only twelve years of age, but being persistent, Mr. Jacques asked my 

mum when I would be thirteen and would she let me do a paper round? Mum 

said I would be thirteen in April and yes, I wanted to become a paper boy, so 

arrangements were made that I would do a morning round starting on     

Monday 25th 1966. Beforehand I was asked if I would take on what was called 

the Barkby round which I agreed to. In the days leading up to starting my first 

job I made sure my bike was up to scratch by asking my dad to check it over 

ready for the big day. 

Monday 25th April 1966 my first day of work, albeit a paper round, I recall I 

was so excited getting up early, breakfasted and on my bike to the paper shop 

at 7am. The Barkby round only had 25 papers to deliver but there was quite a 

lot of cycling involved with a big hill to climb before a paper was delivered. 

Many of you I’m sure will have driven up this to visit to the Thurmaston retail 

park or Asda Superstore. For my first week a girl whose round it was would 

show me where to go. This was fine until the following week when delivering 

solo. Had I got it right? Mr Jacques had written the house numbers on the top 

right-hand corner of each paper to be delivered, and placed in order. He did 

this for all morning rounds and we also had a list of streets for ‘the round.’ 

After completing my second week there had been no customer complaints 

which was pleasing to know. 
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Gaining in confidence I was finding that I could reach certain points within 

the round at a given time, which was largely dependent on the day’s weather 

conditions too. Despite this I did endeavour to maintain this pattern I had set 

myself, which paid off as customers praised my timekeeping to Mr Jacques 

when paying for their papers. This was particularly noticeable at Christmas as 

I was given some very generous tips. 

As spring turned to summer one of the three houses, I delivered to, at what 

is known at the ‘Duck Pond,’ (I never have seen water or ducks there but the 

name obviously stuck) would leave a carrier bag, containing seasonal fruit 

from trees in the garden like apples, pears, plums and sometimes sweets, 

hanging from a large round door knob with a note saying for the paperboy! 

Good job I had a saddle bag on my bike to transport it. Although the round 

was called Barkby my furthest delivery was just on the edge of the village to 

a farm which fortunately had one of those American style post boxes at the 

bottom of the drive which saved me from having to go all the way up the 

farm track. On my way back there were just two more big houses with long-

ish drives to deliver to before cycling over the Midland main line railway 

bridge to my last two drops. 

From the apex of the bridge, I was almost able to freewheel to a beautiful 

looking big detached house named ‘Arishmel’. At the front it had a large priv-

et hedge with a large farm five bar gate. I would always lean my bike against 

the hedge to walk down the gravelled drive. The owners always had the exte-

rior painted a dark pink and its crowning glory was the thatched roof to 

house and garage. 

My last delivery would be to Graham’s Farm, which was a small working dairy 

farm where the family processed and delivered their own milk around Sys-

ton. Mrs. Graham was always particularly welcoming, inviting me into the 

large kitchen that still had the original black leaded range which provided 

warmth during the winter months and wet mornings. On Wednesday and  
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Friday mornings there would be two or three chocolate bars left out for me 

on the kitchen table.  

Home by no later than 7.45am, change into school uniform and off to school. 

This was the beginning of my working life and I loved it. Looking back the 

wage wasn’t bad and it started to provide that little bit of independence. By 

the summer I was hooked on delivering papers and had taken on an evening 

round as well, which was the biggest round in the shop, delivering 72 papers. 

 

These were good safe times that be-

gan to shape me as a person, and 

times that I am so grateful to. 

Next time the evening round. 

Granville 

Trinity’s Worship during April 
 

 In the Building 
 
  4th   Rev Andrew Lomax Holy Communion 
  11th   Facebook service  
  18th   Colin Lamb 
  25th  Facebook service  
 

 12th Church / Trinity Methodist Church Facebook Page 
 
  4th   Rev Andrew Lomax ‘Love Feast’ 
  11th   Rob & Liz Newton 
  18th   Karen Wormald 
  25th   Dorothy & John Pipet 
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From the Bookshelf... 

A short review of three books I have read since December 2020 

Granville 

Richard Osman’s “The Thursday Murder 

Club” was loaned to me but what a great 

read. For those who are familiar with Richard 

Osman on the TV it feels like he is reading 

this story to you.  Centred around a retire-

ment complex in the south of England, four 

residents have formed The Thursday Murder 

Club and with the police on board, they go 

on to solve an actual murder. This book is 

funny and compulsive reading. 

“He ran like this until he came to a place where 

the road climbed up a small hill. At the top of the 

hill stood a cross, and a little below at the 

bottom was a stone tomb. In my dream, just as 

Christian came up to the cross his burden loos-

ened from his shoulders and fell off his back.”  

Very much a story of life that is reflective and 

thought provoking. This updated edition in a 

more contemporary language contains the bible 

verses and over a hundred illustrations. For me it 

was a challenging read but well worth the time 

spent. There are some amazing character names 

who help to bring bible verses to life. 
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The Dr Ruth Galloway Mysteries. 10 Books in 
the set, but each one a standalone story by 
Elly Griffiths. 

THE CROSSING PLACES. Ruth Galloway is 
called upon by DCI Nelson to investigate hu-
man remains found in the Norfolk marshes, 
thought to be those of a missing girl about 
whom the police have been receiving some 
very strange letters. ... 

This book is the first in the series, I have read 
one other, and both have a gripping story. 

It was the list of hymns which 

amused me.  

 I can just imagine us wanting 

to have a list like this when we 

are allowed to sing in church 

again! 

Although thankfully we have 

plenty of toilets.  
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Minister:    Rev Andrew Lomax   Tel: 01509 219804 

Circuit Administrator:  Josephine Wills   Tel: 01509807441 

Link Editorial Team :   Ian and Emma Lowe   Tel: 01509260129 

    Andrew and Liz Lomax  Tel: 01509 219804 

Join us for worship at the 12th Church 

The live streaming of services through the 12th Church and the Trinity 

Methodist Church Facebook site will continue at 10.45am every 

Sunday morning,                 

followed by coffee at 11.30am. 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityMethodistChurchCentre 

https://www.facebook.com/TwelfthChurch/ 

Worship in Trinity 

During April we are meeting for    
worship back in the building at      

Trinity Methodist Church.  

Due to social distancing measures 
only 30 people will be able to attend, 

in addition to those helping to         
facilitate the service. 

Please contact Andy or Rachel Thorpe 
01509 239967 

aandrthorpe@ntlworld.com               
to check availability.     

                                  

There will only be one service on a Sunday at 10:45am. Some of these 
services will be lead by a preacher and others will be the Facebook ser-

vice shown on the big screen.  
Please see the list of services on page 16 for further details 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityMethodistChurchCentre
https://www.facebook.com/TwelfthChurch/
mailto:aandrthorpe@ntlworld.com

